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The 2008-2009 school year saw Levy Middle School and Solace Elementary School join to become Levy Pre-K-8.  Staff members from the two schools have been meeting for over two years to design the program for the new configuration.  We have a close partnership with Syracuse University.  The goal is to create a model school where SU students can work and learn and SCSD students and staff can benefit from the offerings of the university.

Levy Pre-K-8 embraces the Highly Effective Teaching Model.  “The model includes proven strategies and methods for rigorous student learning, teaching, and effective classroom management.”  It involves body-brain compatible learning and has imbedded character education.  Field-study trips, along with political and social action, are the starting point for curriculum integration.  “Integrated, conceptual, and standards-based curriculum provides opportunities for authentic assessment and real world application.” Focused professional development will be on-going and support the staff in their journey.

Solace Elementary School was a K-6 school on the east side of Syracuse.  The school was created in 1995 with the common philosophy of Integrated Thematic Instruction (currently known as Highly Effective Teaching).Enrolled at Solace in its final year was a diverse student population of 165.  Seven classes, grades K-6, were heterogeneous groups of children with a wide range of academic, social, and emotional needs.  There was one 12:1:1 primary class.  The school continued the inclusive philosophy and has an active parent and community involvement component.  

Levy Middle School, also on the east side of Syracuse, had in 2007-2008, two half-day classes of pre-k, two eighth grade teams and one seventh grade team. There are 373 middle school students.  We have a growing population of ESL students.  Student academic needs are met through AIS classes, AVID, advanced courses in Spanish and French, Algebra, Earth Science and Global Studies.  Levy has been classified as a School In Need of Improvement, not meeting AYP in ELA for students with disabilities. 

The New Levy Pre-K-8 School has, in 2008-2009, focused on building community and  implementing best practices as two schools become one.  We have hope and determination that Levy Pre-K-8 will become a model that others will want to emulate. 

Student enrollment:           Black                             White                          Latino                           Asian

	Pre-K           32
	75%
	19%
	3%
	3%

	K-6             173
	 79%
	11%
	5%
	5%

	7-8              202
	73%
	15%
	7%
	5%


Staffing:  2 administrators, 32 classroom teachers, 13 support staff, 16 teaching assistants, 4 security team

Principal: Deb Meyer, Dmeyer@scsd.us 

