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Quadrant Lessons for Rigor/Relevance
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Rigor/Relevance Framework
© International Center for Leadership in Education
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Application and Adaptation
Application: Using methods,

concepts, principles and

theories in new situations.

Teach, exhibit, illustrate,

calculate, sketch, interpret,

prepare, make, practice

experiment, manipulate,

interview, paint, change,

translate, produce, compute,

demonstrate, employ, apply,

schedule, collect, record,

dramatize, construct,

sequence, list, use, show,

solve, relate, operate

Adaptation: Putting together

constituent elements, or parts,

to form a whole requiring

original, creative thinking.

Compose, assemble, manage,

pretend, arrange, organize,

generalize, forecast, modify,

combine, systematize,

propose, construct, imagine,

hypothesize, originate,

generate, formulate, design,

reorganize, set up, blend,

create, produce, concoct,

infer, suppose, improve, act,

role play, devise, invent
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Student Products
Application: Using

methods, concepts,

principles and theories in

new situations.

Prediction, chart,

investigation, outline,

graph, list, conclusion,

plan, category, summary,

questionnaire, survey,

illustration, database,

inventory, mobile,

spreadsheet, abstract,

checklist, report

Adaptation: Alteration of

constituent elements, or

parts, to form a whole

requiring original, creative

thinking.

Story, plan, design, song,

blueprint, video, solution,

poem, new game, formula,

media, machine,

production, goal,

pantomime, play,

newspaper, cartoon,

advertisement, invention,

HyperCard stack, painting,

radio event, collage,
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Elementary Math Example
© International Center for Leadership in Education
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Memorize

multiplication

tables

Find values in

number

sentences when

represented by

unknowns

Develop a formula

for estimating a large

quantity without

counting (e.g. beans

in a jar)

Collect outside

temperatures for

several days and

graph the results

Low

http://www.leadered.com/about.html
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Elementary English Example
© International Center for Leadership in Education

High
R

I

G

O

R
R E L E V A N C E

Memorize

spelling

words

Brainstorm as

many words as

possible to

describe an

object

Create new words to

describe a

phenomena, objects,

or content being

studied

Write a story about

the school using

given words

Low

http://www.leadered.com/about.html
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Middle Level English Example
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Locate

information in a

technical manual

Compare and

contrast

technical writing

to expository

writing

Write directions for

assembling a

product or carrying

out a complex

procedure

Assemble a product

following written

directions
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http://www.leadered.com/about.html
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High School English Example
© International Center for Leadership in Education
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Read an important

work of literature

and identify the

theme

Compare and

contrast literary

styles of different

authors

Write and perform a

radio play related to

content you are

learning in ___

Relate a historical

novel to current

events
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http://www.leadered.com/about.html
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