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CONCEPTUAL ORGANIZERS for a
YEAR LONG THEME

+ adaptation * balance « causeleffect  « citizenship
+ communication  + conflict + change * courage

* cycles + dependence + democracy + discovery

+ development « diversity * duty + ecology

* economics + exploration « family « form/func.

« foundation + freedom « function + habitat

+ identity + interdependence  « institution * judgment
+independence - justice * legacies * power

* perspective * principle * progress + relationship
+ stewardship * survival + symbolism « universality

www.theCenterdLearning.com

connections that are seen between people and
in places. They may remain constant over time,
or they may change and grow. Since we will be
in relationships and live in a world where they
exist, we need to understand them and be a
supportive partner in the process.
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INTERDEPENDENCE is the mutual dependency of
two or more items upon each other. A change in
one part of this system leads or results to changes
in other parts. Animals and plants depend upon one
another to survive. People depend upon one
another and their contributions for the advancement
of their civilizations. When we understand and value
the interdependence within a community we are
more likely to thrive.

www.theCenterdLearning.com

Sailing on a New Adventure
4™ Grade Yearlong Theme Organizer

Time of Year 15" Nine Weeks 2¢ Nine Weeks 3 Nine Weeks 4™ Nine Weeks

Component Mapping Our Way | Through All Kinds of On Course Final Destination

Concept Commanaity and Diversity | Continity and Change Tndividualism and Conflict and

Interdependence Cooperation
Being There Clemson Extension Center | Stars in Our Schools Camden Revalutionary War | Electric Campany
7 or. Welsh Ken Aucain o Charleston (Fr. Sumter/ Patrior's

Experiences State Museum Eor/Nose/Throat and/or Eye

Reading Skills Glossary, dictionary, skim, | Cause & Effect, raotwords, | Plot, context Clues, analogies, | Conflict/solutions, multiple
summarize, scan, cossify. | suffixes, prefixes, etting, | predict, draw conclusions meerings, realism/ fantasy,
Categorize, analyze, outie, | characterization, fiurative. | paraphrase, forms of poetry, | foct/opinion, compare texts
research, presentations, . | language, details, inference, | stanza and rhyme, hyperbole,
author's purpose, mai idea, | theme, thesaurus, sinile, | anomatopoeia, personfication
genres,ficton/non-fiction | metaghor, paint of view

Literature Pedro's Tournal, Non-fiction | Night of the Twisters, The Keeping Room, Poetry, | Ben and Me, Pnk and Sy, Shades
Habitat books, The Sign of | Sister Sky, Brother Maon, | Sarah, Plan and Tall, Dear Levi, | of Gray, Jericho’s Journey, bear
the Beaver, Pau Goble Stinker from Space, Sky | Shh. Were Writing the ustin
books, Native American | Pattern books, Weather | Consfitution, Bound for Oregon
(von-fiction) books

iting SKi ‘Auto-biography, Narrative, | Biography, Descriptive Expository, Poetry Malt-paragragh

Writing Skills Informational, Journals Paragraphs, Letter writing,

Math Wapping Skills Waltiplcation/Division Geomen Wecsurement Technology
Numbers & Operations Facts Long Multiplication | Fractions and Decinals Probabilty
Organizing Data, Long Division Algebra
Graphing

Science ()The Brain (&)Weather and Clmate | (1DLight end Sound @2)Elctricity and Magnetism
(@)0rgarisms and their (6)Sky Patterns

Environment

‘Social Studies @)Ancient Americes (7)0ur Colonial Heritage. | (9)The American Revolution | (13)0ur Nation Grows

(@)Explorations & ()Economics (10)The New Nation (14)War Divides the Nation

(15)Americans, Then and Now

Music/PE/Art Native American art (Totem | Callgraphy
poes, buffalo skin)

I. Mapping Our Way ~ II. Through All Kinds of Weather

@ How Are You Smart? (LL6/Ls, brain, M1) c;\t?§,,\~§ Cloudy With a Chance of . (sky patterns,
Have to Have a Habitat! (arganisms and environments)  \N. L ost Tn Space (changes in sarth and sy, patrerns
From Tepees to Totem Poles (carly Americc) of movement)
Exploring We Will Go (early explorers) Colonial Heritages (colonil History)

Money, Money, Money! (economics)

Being There: Sand Hills Research Center,

SC Wildlife Federation
Concept: Commonality and Diversity
Service Project: Pennies for Peace

Being There: Sale-A-Bration, Colonial
Day, Meteorologist Speaker

Concept: Continuity and Change
Service Project: Sale-A-Bration
Donation, Winter Days

III. On Course

A 3 IV. Final Destination
E@msrwm Hol (Westuard Exganson The British Are Coming! (american Reslution)
Stuck on You (nognetisn) Good Vibrations (saund)
It's Electricl (eectricity) NP 0o Vou See What T See? (g

United We Stand! (civil War) Shhhl We're Writing the Constitution!
N (Foundations of American Democracy)

B R e\ ailing on @ onin
ew Adventur

Service Project: St. Judes

Being There: F1. Sumter
Being There: Camden Revolutionary Park

Organizing Concept: Exploration
Rationale: While exploring life we need o weigh the consequences of our actions by modeling wise and thoughtful
choices.

An ITT Yearlong Theme developed by Bookman Road Elementary Grade Four Team 2003

Third Grade Yearlong Theme Organizer: Navigating Through South Carolina

Component | Looking Back to Finding Our Place | Discovering Our Our Powerful Our Changing
Find Ourselves inSC Foundations Beginnings World
Time August— September | October - November | December — January February ~ March April - May
Concepts Community Location/Habitat Interdependence. Power Change
Being there | School Community, Congaree Swamp Diamond Dale State House Chemistry Student
State Museum Sandhills Visitor Sandhills Extension Changing Gears Day g
Center Catawba Indians, Sale- Charleston
A-Bration
Reading Story Elements -Main | Glossary, Dictionary, | Thesaurus, Similes, Cause/Effeet, Main Idea, Details,
Skills Character, Plot, Summarize, Inference, | Metaphors, FactOpinion, Author’s | Predict, Classify
Sequence Compare/Contrast Onomatopocia, purpose
Hyperbole
Literature Autobiography Non-Fiction Poctry Biographies Fiction
Polacco, Rylant, Susan Tate Nature i e
Kevin Henkes Series ‘Sweet Clar
About Charleston E he Drinking
e Sweet Baske -
bia N
Writing Skills | Autobiography Friendly Letters Poctry Biographies Expository
Descriptive Cursive Research
Math Area | U.1 Numbers/Operations | U.2 Time & Money | U.6 Geometry U8 Fractions/Decimals | U.9 Multiplication &
Units U3Multiplication U4 Division U7 Measurement us Division by 1 digit
Data/Graphing/Probability
Social Studies | U.7 Family, U2 The Land Economics U. 4 Young State, Making | U.5 Later History
Topies Commun; U6 Water, Land.and | a state, Life in the Young | Good/Hard Time
State Heritage, Map Human Resources State World Wars
Skills U. 3 Early History The Civil War Growth and Change
Science The Brain Habitats and Earth Materials Machines and Motion Heat
Multiple Intelligences | Adaptations Changes in Matter

www.theCenterdLearning.com




I Looking Back to Find Ourselves IL Finding OurPlacein SC

57N Home, Sweet Hom st
@\ From the Mountains to the Sea
S+ &
Being There: Scho eing There: Riverbanks onthe
State Museum Road Congaree Swanp

Concept: Conmaity N Concept: Location Habitat
Navigating

Through South ,

Carolina IIL. Discovering Our Foundations

e First South Carolinians

. Use it Wisely
}y Don’t Takeit
Being There: Catawba Indians.

Diamond Del
Concept: Interdspendence =

V. Our Changing World
‘What's the Matter with Matter?

Hard Times Lead to Good Times
s 3

Being There: SC Day; Chadleston

Concept: Change

1

e

IV. Our Powerful Begi
ve a Government?

1 Nature's System - ke

+ Learning the System (LLG,LS, MI) * The AhHa Moment ( Scientific Method, Colonization)

System! , Native Americans) « Breaking the System (Amer. Revolution)

« Navigating Natures Systems (European exploration) +“When Forces Collide (force and motion)

‘Concept: Cause and Effect

Concept: Systems.
Being There Locations: Children's Museum of

g There Locations: School Campus, Wabash River, Indianapolis Huntington Airport, Science Central

Huntington Reservoir
Social Action Project: To educate the community about
the importance of safety issues related to force and motion,

Social Action Project: To determine the needs of the school
ccosystem to bring about balance.

A System of Checks and Balances

@&

‘Organizing Concept: A system s a group of
interacting, interrelated or interdependent elements e
*Powerful Systems (impact of technology) forming or regarded as forming a collective entity. (human body sys)

*All Aboard! (space and international travel)

* Knee Bone’s Connected to the...

+ We the People (US gov't systems)
Rationale: A system runs because of the interaction

of all of its parts, each playing a specific role in the » Money, Money, Money! (economics,

Organizing Concept:
Rationale: Oz 1

Being There: State House
Concept: Power

Concept: Power
Being There Locations: Huntington
Reservoir, Planctarium, Huntington
Airport

Social Action Project: To promote an
awareness of the impact technology and its
need for balance in the community and
environment

operation of the system. Our day-to-day living
depends on the successful operation of countiess.
systems. Understanding these systems leads to @
better understanding of the world around us.

Susan Kovalk & Associates

Exchange City)

Concept: Systems.
Being There Locations: Exchange City,
MeMillen Health Center

te healthy

G .5

Social Acti .
and balanced living through a school
heath fair

2. Dig In Your Spurs

+Prospecting for Gold (Nt

1. Blazing Our Path

+Hang Your Hatatthe OK Co; M

+Gather ‘Round the Campfire (5
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Home on the Range e
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Effective Learning

6rounding the Conceptual Key Point

Inquiries for the Conceptual Key Point:

* Need to come from students’ previous
experiences, not tied to new content (can
be from the “Being There” experience)

» Have Guided Practice (whole class with
teacher support) and Choice Inquiries
(independent, whole or small group)

www.theCenterdLearning.com
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3 Kinds of Key Points
Conceptual

* Focuses on big ideas that allow students to transfer their understanding
to other locations or situations and make it possible to make reasonable
icti G i Us T Succinct

a.) Define the concept.
b.) Explain why this is important. So What?

Significant Knowledge

* Provides specific information vital for a full understanding of the
patterns embedded within the conceptual key point.

Skill Key Points

* Ensure student mastery of requisite skills for applying the concepts.

* Generally arise from state and local curti d and from the ¢
writing process, e.g., students need a particular skill in order to complete an inquiry.

www.theCenterdLearning.com
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Learning is a 2-Step Process

* All learning is a 2-step process
— Pattern detection
— Building mental programs
+ Application of this principle
— Know what you are learning
— You have to do it
» Key Points [Step One]
— ldentify what you want your learners to understand
and able to apply
— Provides focus for teachers and students
— Ensure mastery of information
— Written from the standards and benchmarks

www.theCenterdLearning.com
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Writing Key Points
* What do you want your students to
understand and be able to apply? Identify
the goal.

+ Ask yourself if your key point clearly
identifies the objective(s) for your lessons.

www.theCenterdLearning.com
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Program Building

» Programs are built through activities or
inquiries that provide experience for the key
point.

+ Categories for inquiries/activities
— Opening Activities
— Guided Practice
— Application/Independent
— Reflection/Assessment

* There are three keys to building mental
programs: seek to provide variety, make the
activities rich, and make them challenging

www.theCenter4Learning.com
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Key Point “Check List”

* What is the focus?

+ Using complete sentences, write what YOU want your

students to understand and be able to apply about the

topic and why it is important.

Give it to the students.

— Post it, have them take notes, give it as hand-outs, use it as
a “fill in the blank”, etc..

+ Ask yourself, “does the key point contain all of the
information that | am going to assess?”

+ Write key points as your “lesson plan” (do it as you go).

+ KEEP THIS KEY POINT for next year.

www.theCenterdLearning.com
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The “ABC” GUIDELINES for Writing Inquiries

X/.}:;lways start with the action in mind — What
8 students are to do in order to practice applying
what they understand to real-world situations

%gspeoiﬂc with your directions so that students can

see the outcome or finished product in their mind’s
eye — What the inquiry is asking them to do

&fé}@onnecttothe key point — Will doing this inquiry
help students to understand and be able to apply
the concept or skill in the key point?

@ evelop a product — What product will students
7 develop to help them learn about and understand

the content?

www.theCenterdLearning.com
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Inquiry Checklist

* Remember, inquiries are activities that HAVE A
PRODUCT

» Bullet list all of the possible inquiries to provide
students with experiences with the information in the
key point.

» Use the categories:
— Opening
— Guided Practice

— Application/Independent
— Reflection/Assessment

» Check for variety using Inquiry Builder Chart, Rigor
Relevance Quadrantsi, etc...
+ KEEP THIS KEY POINT for next year.

www.theCenterdLearning.com
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Bloom’s 6 C D
Levels Decide which Analyze and design a
(knowledge) 5 | multiplication plan for profitability
method works best | for the Detroit Lions
4 based on costs of
seats, sections, and
3 sales
Practice a variety of |Use multiplication
1 tools for skills to calculate the
multiplication number of seats

Application

www.theCenterdLearning.com




